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UNIVERSITY RELATIONS • MISSOULA, MT 5981 2 • 406-243-2522 • FAX: 406-243-4520
April 6, 2007
Contact: O’Connor Center for the Rocky Mountain West, 406-243-7700.
LECTURE EXAMINES TOWERING WILDERNESS THINKER 
MISSOULA -
An upcoming University of Montana lecture will examine the life and philosophies of 
Aldo Leopold (1887-1948) -  an essential figure in the development of contemporary American 
ideas about nature.
“Aldo Leopold: A Critical Look at an Essential Man” will be presented at 7:30 p.m., 
Thursday, April 19, in the North Underground Lecture Hall. The lecture is free and open to 
the public.
The presenter will be William deBuys, a professor of documentary studies at the 
College of Santa Fe and an environmental historian and activist. He will discuss inconsistencies 
and even fallacies in Leopold’s work and his path of intellectual and moral development.
“By looking at such ‘errors,’ we can increase our appreciation of Leopold’s 
monumental achievement and gain insight into the requirements for pursuing a defensible 
understanding of the natural world,” deBuys said.
His books include “Enchantment and Exploitation” and “River of Traps,” a Pulitzer 
finalist in 1991. From 2001 to 2005 he chaired the Valles Caldera Trust, which manages the 
89,000-acre Valles Caldera National Preserve in New Mexico.
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The event is the fifth annual Hammond Lecture in Western/Environmental History. It 
sponsored by the Hammond Endowment in the Department of History and UM’s O’Connor 
Center for the Rocky Mountain West.
For more information call the O’Connor Center at 406-243-7700.
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